
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) – Mass during the Night 
December 24, 2020 – 8pm 

To help ensure that Sunday Masses can be celebrated both beautifully and safely, we have 
adopted the following risk mitigation strategies for singing: (1) limiting the amount of 
congregational singing and eliminating hymns, (2) encouraging softer singing, (3) 
removing hymnals and multiple-use worship aids, (4) wearing masks throughout the 
liturgy, and (5) maintaining social distancing. 

Preludes 

J. S. Bach, Gottes sohn ist kommen (BWV 703) 
Charles Tournemire, L’Orgue Mystique “Nativitas D. N. Jesu Christi” 
(Op. 55, No. 3) 

Entrance Chant (Isaiah 9:5)

Puer natus est nobis, et filius datus 
est nobis: 

cuius imperium super humerum 
eius: 

et vocabitur nomen eius, magni 
consilii Angelus. 

A child is born for us, and a son is given 
to us; 

his scepter of power rests upon his 
shoulder, 

and his name will be called Messenger of 
great counsel.

Christmas Proclamation 

The Twenty-fifth Day of December, 
when ages beyond number had run 
their course from the creation of the 
world, when God in the beginning 
created heaven and earth, and 
formed man in his own likeness; 
when century upon century had 
passed since the Almighty set his 
bow in the clouds after the Great 
Flood, as a sign of covenant and 
peace; in the twenty-first century 
since Abraham, our father in faith, 
came out of Ur of the Chaldees; in 

the thirteenth century since the 
People of Israel were led by Moses in 
the Exodus from Egypt; around the 
thousandth year since David was 
anointed King; in the sixty-fifth week 
of the prophecy of Daniel; in the one 
hundred and ninety-fourth 
Olympiad; in the year seven hundred 
and fifty-two since the foundation of 
the City of Rome; in the forty-second 
year of the reign of Caesar Octavian 
Augustus, the whole world being at 
peace, 



JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son 
of the eternal Father, desiring to 
consecrate the world by his most 
loving presence, was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and when nine 
months had passed since his 

conception, was born of the Virgin 
Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and 
was made man: The Nativity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ according to the 
flesh. 

Gloria (Glory to God) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax 
hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 
adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias 
agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam 
tuam, Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
 
 
 
 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe, 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius 
Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata 
mundi, suscipe deprecationem 
nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram 
Patris, miserere nobis. 
 
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus 
Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu 
Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria 
Dei Patris. Amen.

First Reading (Isaiah 9:1-6)

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; upon those 
who dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone. You have brought 
them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before you 
as at the harvest, as people make 
merry when dividing spoils. For the 
yoke that burdened them, the pole 
on their shoulder, and the rod of 
their taskmaster you have smashed, 
as on the day of Midian. For every 
boot that tramped in battle, every 

cloak rolled in blood, will be burned 
as fuel for flames. For a child is born 
to us, a son is given us; upon his 
shoulder dominion rests. They name 
him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His 
dominion is vast and forever 
peaceful, from David’s throne, and 
over his kingdom, which he confirms 
and sustains by judgment and 
justice, both now and forever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this! 

 

 



Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13) 

 

Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all you lands. 
Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 
 
Announce his salvation, day after day. 
Tell his glory among the nations; 
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 
 
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 
let the sea and what fills it resound; 
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest exult. 
 
They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes; 
for he comes to rule the earth. 
He shall rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with his constancy. 
 
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. 

 

Second Reading (Titus 2:11-14)

Beloved: The grace of God has 
appeared, saving all and training us 
to reject godless ways and worldly 
desires and to live temperately, 
justly, and devoutly in this age, as 
we await the blessed hope, the 

appearance of the glory of our great 
God and savior Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us to deliver us from 
all lawlessness and to cleanse for 
himself a people as his own, eager to 
do what is good.” 

 

 



Alleluia (Luke 2:10-11) 

 

I proclaim to you good news of great joy: 
today a Savior is born for us, 
Christ the Lord. 

 

Gospel (Luke 2:1-14) 

In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole 
world should be enrolled. This was 
the first enrollment, when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. So all went to 
be enrolled, each to his own town. 
And Joseph too went up from Galilee 
from the town of Nazareth to Judea, 
to the city of David that is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and family of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to have 
her child, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn son. She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 

Now there were shepherds in that 
region living in the fields and 
keeping the night watch over their 
flock. The angel of the Lord appeared 
to them and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were 
struck with great fear. The angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you who is 
Christ and Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was a multitude of the 
heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.”

  



Offertory Hymn: Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

Memorial Acclamation (We Proclaim Your Death) 

 

Communion Antiphon (Psalm 110:3) 

In the splendor of the holy ones, 
from the womb, before the daystar 
I have begotten you. 

  



Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father’s love begotten, 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending he, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
Blessed was the day for ever 
When the Virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the child, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed his sacred face, 
Evermore and evermore. 

This is he whom seers in old time, 
Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word; 
Now he shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise the Lord, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
O ye heights of heav’n, adore him; 
Angel hosts, his praises sing; 
All dominions, bow before him, 
And extol our God and King; 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring, 
Evermore and evermore.

Hymn: Silent Night 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and child! 
Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

  



Alma Redemptoris Mater 
(Seasonal Marian antiphon) 

 
 

From By Flowing Waters: Chant for the Liturgy, English translation and musical adaptation copyright © 1999 by 
Paul F. Ford. All rights reserved. Used with Permission. Published and Administered by The Liturgical Press, 

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321. Used with Permission. 



Postlude 

J. S. Bach, In dulci jubilo (BWV 729) 
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